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AN APPEAL EOR THE UNITED BENEVOLENT WORK OF THE GUILD OF ST. 

BARNABAS FOR NURSES 

The committee having this subject in charge recommended at the council at 
Hartford last November that we support in whole or in part a nurse or nurses in 
some missionary field or fields. The subject was thoroughly discussed in all its 
aspects, and the recommendation of the committee was unanimously carried. 

Now in this united work of our guild, of course, each branch will consider 
it a privilege to join. Some of the branches have already pledged a certain 
amount; may we not receive more pledges, or, better yet, a pledge from each 
branch of a sum that shall at least be its proportion of the total amount 
necessary ? 

One of our nurses, a member of the Boston Branch, is working under Bishop 
Brent in the Philippines. For her support there is needed six hundred dollars. 
We have over two thousand members and associates, and that means an average 
of thirty cents from each one for the support of this nurse for a whole year. 
That does not seem an impossible contribution. 

The offerings at the several services at Hartford have been set aside for this 
object, and amount to about sixty dollars; and it has been suggested that the 
offerings at the Annual Festival, June 11, be devoted to the same object. Is it 
too much to ask that each branch make an effort before St. Barnabas’s Hay shall 
arrive to contribute an amount equivalent to at least thirty cents for each mem¬ 
ber for this very interesting purpose? 

We make a personal appeal to members and associates to assist as best they 
may in loyalty to the action of the council, that we may all have the peculiar 
satisfaction that comes from truly United Benevolent Work. 

Will not each branch promptly notify the general secretary of favorable and 
generous action? Faithfully yours, 

Corilandt Whitehead, Chaplain-General. 

Frances A. Jack, General Treasurer. 

Annie H. B. Howe, General Secretary. 

Orange, March 1, 1904. 

Boston, Mass.— The Boston Branch of the Guild of St. Barnabas held its 
February meeting at St. Stephen’s on the twenty-third instead of the twenty-first 
of the month. The meeting was fairly well attended, and we were glad to wel¬ 
come back our chaplain, the Rev. Ellis Bishop, from his trip to Jamaica, where 
we hope he was much benefited. We all felt most deeply the loss of our dear 
and faithful associate, Mrs. E. L. Sprague, and realized that our sorrow, though 
great, could not compare with that of her own family, to which she has been 
so devoted and so loving. Mr. Bishop, in speaking of her, said that her loss was 
irreparable, both to the guild and to every organization in which she had a part. 
Such devotion as hers is rarely to be met with, and we who from our entrance to 
the guild have felt her kindness will find her place a void which cannot be filled. 
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She was the chairman of the committee for visiting sick nurses, and postal cards 
had been sent out bearing her name, which only arrived after her death. Miss 
Fenno was asked to become chairman, that this important work might go on. 
It is to be hoped that nurses will, if possible, fill out these cards should oppor¬ 
tunity arise. It is not uncommon to hear nurses complain of not being visited 
during illness, without considering that it was not easy to find them. On the 
other hand, the gracious remark has been made that they • didn’t want strange 
women coming to see them who never would think of coming if they were well! 
Truly it is hard to suit some of our dear sisters in the nursing profession! 
Apropos of visiting, we have a committee for visiting new members which will 
fill any gaps left by the other committee, always remembering that nurses are 
birds of passage and must make calls only when off duty. During our church 
service five members were received, the Misses Ricker, Nelson, Hewin, Beatty, 
Ahn, and two priests-associate, the Rev. Mr. Hutchinson, of the Church of the 
Ascension, and the Rev. G. T. Morse, of St. Stephen’s. The Rev. Wynne Jones, 
priest-associate, assisted in the service and preached us a very helpful sermon 
from the gospel narrative of the woman who anointed our Lord with the costly 
ointment. The preacher dwelt on the fact that Mary had brought her costliest 
offering to spend upon our Lord’s body and to give it in the humblest service. 
Though the Pharisees around murmured, Christ Himself understood the humility 
of her loving service and bestowed upon her the highest praise in saying, “ Verily 
I say unto you, wheresoever this gospel shall be preached in the whole world, 
there shall also this, that this woman hath done, be told for a memorial of her.” 
A very striking parallel was then drawn between her work and that of the nurse. 
We must minister also to the body, and can only do it satisfactorily in remem¬ 
bering that in each poor, tortured body we see that of our Master, who offered 
His body to the Father for us. We all know how material a nurse’s work is and 
how material her views of her profession often become, and this thought struck 
us as singularly appropriate at such a time. We were glad to welcome at the 
social hour our new members and our new priests-associate. As we had antici¬ 
pated our meeting that we might not conflict with the public graduation exer¬ 
cises of the Massachusetts General Hospital Training-School, which took place 
the next evening, it may not be amiss to say a few words about that occasion, 
which was a most agreeable one, and attended by a large number of people. The 
address was by President Eliot, of Harvard University, who spoke in his usual 
felicitous and thoughtful way to the graduates of the beauty and greatness of 
the work, saying very truly that if they did not enjoy their work the burden of 
it would be too heavy for them to bear. After a paper by Miss Dolliver, the 
diplomas were presented and a pleasant reception followed in which many old 
friends exchanged greetings and compared notes on all that had happened since 
their graduation. These occasions are most delightful and are appreciated by all 
who attend them. 

Har tford, Conn.— The Hartford Branch of the Guild of St. Barnabas held 
its December meeting in Christ Church Parish-House on the evening of Wednes¬ 
day, February 16. The service in the Chapel was conducted by Dr. Hart, chap¬ 
lain of the guild, and the Rev. James Goodwin, rector of Christ Church, who was 
admitted a priest-associate. An interesting business meeting and a delightful 
social hour in the parish rooms followed the service. Six new associates were 
named and elected at the business meeting. A beautiful mite-box of burnt wood, 
decorated with the motto, cross, and name of the guild, has been provided by the 
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secretary to be brought to all the meetings, as some have expressed a desire for 
such an opportunity to give a mite from time to time for the benefit of the 
United Benevolent Work. At the service on St. Barnabas Day the box will be 
placed on the alms plate with the other offerings. It was suggested and voted to 
have a five-minutes’ reading at each meeting of the guild on some work being 
done by nurses in the mission field. The principal topic of conversation during 
the social hour was the late council. The Hartford members of the guild feel 
that they derived much benefit and pleasure from it, and they sincerely hope that 
their guests enjoyed it as heartily as they did themselves. 

The February meeting of the Hartford Branch of the Guild of St. Barnabas 
was held at the beautiful Church Home on Betreat Avenue on the kind invitation 
of Mrs. Palmer, the matron, an associate member of the guild. A goodly number 
of nurses and associates responded to the roll-call, but it was deeply regretted 
that a larger number could not have been present, for all who were fortunate 
enough to be there voted the afternoon a most delightful one. Our secretary 
read some very interesting letters she had received from members of the Hartford 
Branch who are on duty far away from home. As Miss Courtwright, who was 
to have given us a five-minute talk on nurses’ work, was unable to be present, 
Miss Beach read brief extracts from letters published in the Spirit of Missions, 
written by Dr. Mary Glenton, who is stationed at Wuchang, China. The discus¬ 
sions during the business meeting of the letters, readings, State registration of 
nurses, and other subjects of interest were so general and informal it was hard 
to tell where the business meeting left off and the social hour began. While 
refreshments were being passed a large graphophone was placed in the hallway 
of the home, and we drank our coffee and clasped hands to the accompaniment 
of martial music, delightful operatic airs, and charming vocal selections. It was 
as hard to close the social hour as to adjourn the business meeting, and all said 
“ Good-night” with regret. 


San Feancisco, Cal. —If our location were anything short of the “ jumping- 
off place” into the Pacific Ocean, we might, now and then, have more to report. 
As it is, our members go to Hawaii, to Alaska, to the Eastern States, and to the 
Philippines—but this is not into the Pacific, if we are upon the shore line, but 
into broad and sacred fields of labor. We hear of our nurses on the fighting line 
and are proud that their faces once gladdened our meetings. The second Monday 
of each month, at half-past three P.M., finds us—or, at least, a representation of 
us—at St. Luke’s Church, where we are always welcome. A central permanent 
place of meeting is certainly an advantage, and new members can always be 
received in a church. After the service, the vestry-room is at our disposal for 
business. The possibilities—the aims—of this branch are largely in the future, 
but they are no less sure. Some day we hope to have a Guild House, and already 
have a nest-egg in the bank towards it, but while our excellent nurses are always 
on duty, because' they are excellent, while we must frequently say “ farewell” 
with “ God speed” to those who go down to the sea in ships, or part with loving 
congratulations to those who wed, our visible efforts must be small. A member 
from Australia, formerly of England, has married and settled in one of our 
thriving inland towns. She has made herself known to our first chaplain, Kev. 
F. J. Maynard, now located in the same place. Mrs. Maynard was our first secre¬ 
tary, and the three earnest souls mean to keep alive the spirit of this guild, 
receiving nurses, and may yet start another branch. 



